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New Quality Productive Forces and Innovation in Rural Tourism
Operations

By Professor Yan Lijiao, Zhejiang University
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As we all know, the concept of "New Quality Productive Forces" was

officially introduced in September 2023, and it's been over a year since

then.

In this past year, the term has continued to gain traction and has remained

a hot topic.
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We can say that the emergence and application of these new productive

forces are revolutionary and disruptive—they mark a new era.

They are set to profoundly transform the way we work, the way we live,

and the overall trajectory of our social and economic development.
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When it comes to rural tourism, the impact and importance of these new

productive forces are truly beyond measure.

That’s why we must not only understand what "New Quality Productive

Forces" actually mean,
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but more importantly, we need to explore what kind of influence they will
have on innovation in rural tourism.
How can we harness these forces to drive breakthroughs in rural tourism
operations?
Next, I’d like to share some of my own reflections and insights on these
questions.
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1. What Do We Mean by "New Quality Productive Forces"?
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On the afternoon of September 7, 2023, General Secretary Xi Jinping
presided over a symposium in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, focused on
promoting the revitalization of Northeast China in the new era.
At that meeting, he stated:
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“We must actively foster strategic emerging industries such as new
energy, new materials, advanced manufacturing, and electronic
information. We must also proactively cultivate future industries,
accelerate the formation of new quality productive forces, and strengthen
new drivers of development.”
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This was the first time the term “new quality productive forces” was
officially mentioned in a public report.
This was the first time the term “new quality productive forces” was
officially mentioned in a public report.
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So, what exactly are “New Quality Productive Forces”?
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In brief, New Quality Productive Forces are a form of advanced
productivity where innovation plays a leading role.

They break away from traditional models of economic growth and
conventional paths of productivity development.

They are marked by high technology, high efficiency, and high quality,
and they align with China’s new development philosophy.
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These new productive forces are driven by breakthroughs in science and
technology, innovative allocation of production factors, and deep
industrial transformation and upgrading.

At their core, they represent an elevation in the combination of labor,
means of labor, and objects of labor.

The most essential hallmark is a significant rise in total factor
productivity.
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Their defining feature is innovation.

Their key lies in quality.

And their essence 1s advanced productive capability.

This definition comes from General Secretary Xi Jinping’s remarks
during the 11th collective study session of the CPC Central Political
Bureau on November 31, 2024, where the focus was on promoting
high-quality development in a solid and steady manner.
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2. What Impact Will New Quality Productive Forces Have on Innovation
in Rural Tourism?
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New Quality Productive Forces drive rural tourism innovation mainly
through three pathways: technological integration, business model

restructuring, and operational innovation.



They are helping to transform rural tourism from traditional sightseeing
into smart, immersive experiences.
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In particular, as technologies such as artificial intelligence, the metaverse,
blockchain, and big data continue to mature,

the role of New Quality Productive Forces in reshaping rural tourism is
becoming increasingly expansive and full of potential.
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Their impact is primarily reflected in the following areas:
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First, digital technologies are empowering an upgrade in rural tourism
experiences—
particularly in areas like immersive rural tourism experiences, smart
service optimization, and precision marketing to attract visitors.
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Second, they enable industrial integration and innovation in tourism
models.

For example, smart agriculture that combines farming with digital
technologies enriches the content of rural study tours.
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Technologies like 3D scanning and digital twin models allow the
development of online cultural and creative products based on historic
villages.

And by establishing remote work-friendly homestays, rural areas can
attract digital nomads—blending tourism with work-life needs.
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Third, New Quality Productive Forces support regional coordination and
brand elevation.



By building integrated rural tourism networks, local resources can be
unified and smart travel routes can be designed.
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Short videos and metaverse platforms can help build strong rural tourism
IPs that differentiate one region from another.

Cloud-based tourism subscriptions—such as 24-hour slow livestreams of
rural life, pastoral scenes, or natural landscapes—can help attract and

engage potential visitors in advance.
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3. How Can We Leverage New Quality Productive Forces to Drive
Breakthroughs in Rural Tourism Operations?
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First, restructure operational scenarios—moving from “manual
management” to “intelligent control.”

As labor costs continue to rise, we can reduce the reliance on human staff
by building fully digitalized management platforms and implementing
end-to-end unmanned service loops.

This helps control costs and improve efficiency.
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Second, achieve precision marketing—shifting from “broad and
shallow outreach” to “targeted and refined engagement.”
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By analyzing data from online travel agencies (OTAs) and social media
platforms, we can identify high-potential customer groups—such as
families with children, senior travelers, and young tourists—



allowing us to tailor services to niche markets while maximizing the
quality of the experience.
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Third, build digital platforms—to create an innovative ecosystem for
rural tourism operations.
For example, with remote talent sharing, urban designers can participate
online in rural landscape renovations, and experts can provide technical
guidance remotely.
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Marketing local agricultural products is also a key part of rural tourism.
By digitizing the supply chain and using blockchain to trace product
origins,
we can link smart rural farms directly with urban community
group-buying platforms—making “picked in the morning, delivered in
the afternoon” a reality.
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