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Distinguished Vice-Chairs, Secretaries-General and Members of the World Rural
Tourism Council, esteemed scholars, experts, and friends from China and
around the globe — thank you very much for joining us today.

| particularly want to express our gratitude to Mr. Gang Yongfu, the Executive
Chair and Secretary-General of the World Rural Tourism Forum, and to the
entire Secretariat team for organizing this online Second Quarter Business and
Academic Interactive Meeting.

Additionally, | want to commend all of them for moving forward with the
implementation of the “Global Centre 1366 Action Plan” set forth by Mr Gang
Yongfu in his Work Report during our First Quarter (Q1) Business and Academic
Exchange last January.

Indeed, since the successful Lucun Forum held in November 2024 that brought
so many of us together to the beautiful rural tourism town of Lucun a lot of
work has been put in place so as to advance our commitments.

Allow me to remind everyone that Lucun is significant for two main reasons: it’s
both the birthplace of rural tourism and the cradle of the world silk culture, as
the Qianshanyang site there unearthed the world’s earliest silk fragments,
dating back 4,700 years, as we recently learned from the knowledgeable and
wise words pronounced in his lecture by the Chairman of our Academic
Committee, Professor Lu Lin last January. These fragments not only mark the
beginning of craftmanship but also serve as a bridge connecting world cultures.
Therefore, being both the birthplace of the world silk culture and rural tourism,
Lucun can rightfully claim to be the “Dual-Origin Town”. Moreover, as the
permanent venue for the World Rural Tourism Conference and the Lucun
International Forum, it is also a “Dual-Venue Town”.

This is a very solid foundation for building an important, meaningful global
platform for rural tourism, thus rising from a local village holding an ancient
heritage and a rich culture to an international significant stage. This is the vision
that brings us together, a grand ambition of being the headquarters of the
Global Center for World Rural Tourism!



In that regard, we are thankful to the fruitful work of the leadership of the
Secretariat to have brought together such relevant organizations as the World
Rural Tourism Council, the Asia-Pacific Rural Tourism Alliance, the Rural Tourism
Sub-Center under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of China’s Data Center,
Zhejiang Rural Tourism Research Institute, Huzhou Rural Tourism Academy
Training School, Yuanfang Planning and Design Institute, the Party Branch of the
World Rural Tourism Town and China’s Art of China Exhibition Hall and Classics
of China Exhibition Hall. We are very fortunate to have their membership in the
Global Center and their leadership aligned and supportive in such an important,
unique and mutually-benefitial endeavor.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since our World Rural Tourism Conference and Lucun Forum we held last
November, this is the second Business and Academic Interactive Meeting when
we have had the opportunity of hearing and learning from the experience and
expertise of the Vice-Presidents and Secretaries-General from around the world
as well as from the regional chairpersons and academic committee members.
This is an extremely valuable feature of our meetings.

Last January we really had a wealth of professional and institutional experiences
presented in our First Quarter (Q1) exchange which has just been repeated in
the interventions we have just witnessed in our Second Quarter (Q2) Interactive
Meeting. As such we must find a way to make this exchange even more fruitful
and interactive for all participants. | am confident thar our extremely competent
Secretariat, under the capable supervision of our esteemed Mr Gang, will make
sure it happens as we evolve in the implementation of our “Global Centre
Action Plan” in the months ahead.

In his report intervention summarizing the very extensive work of the World
Rural Tourism Council in the first quarter of 2025, Mr Gang focused the
developments of the Secretariat on three most relevant issues.

The first issue addressed some necessary improvements on the original
membership of the World Rural Tourism Council which has been enhanced with
just a few adjustments. Worldwide the expansion has been cautious and
productive, which | believe to be a prudent measure for the moment as we
build on our programme of work, and we already have 60 members of the
Academic Committee on World Rural Tourism. Here is where | believe it is worth
conducting some discussions on whether and how we can strengthen and reach
out further beyond the present composition of the Academic Committee by
identifying additional solid institutions that can effectively contribute with the
accomplishment of our grand vision. Besides, it is quite relevant that the
presidium of the World Rural Tourism Council now has eight members, the



Secretariat has been expanded to 26 members. This work has been
tremendously well done.

| believe the Secretariat is now much better equipped to move ahead with the
operations system of the exchange of the platform as it has been further
improved. It has been key to keep all interested stakeholders well-informed of
the Council’s activities, the benefits provided from information sharing,
experience exchange and business interactions between major regions. Live
streaming has had a tremendous impact but there is still room to grow and
outreach.

The third issue successfully focused by the Secretariat has been a much-needed
focus on building a Global Center and providing it with operational conditions
and a much qualified and diverse team to carry out their high responsibilities.
There is much been done there, as we have just been informed by Mr Gang on
the recent developments, and | am very convinced we will here much more
positive outcomes in the near future and before next year's Conference.

| am absolutely confident that we are opening up and building a clear and
strong path to breakthrough in Global Rural Tourism Operations.

Dear Friends,

| would also like to reiterate to you that the Secretariat is extremely engaged to
further promote the high-quality development of rural tourism development as
envisioned in the “Global Center 1366 Action Plan” during the second and third
qguarters of 2025, as set forth last January. We are confident that fully activating
the organizational structure of the World Rural Tourism Council, with the
Secretariat as the driving force, clarifying and delegating more rights and
responsibilities to all stakeholders and members will be a major step forward for
our Organization.

We have been fortunate and thankful to be able to close cooperate with the
Zhejiang Commercial Bank and with the Central Media to further improve and
implement our Lucun Forum 2025 Plan and hopefully beyond.

| am looking forward to advancing our Plans discussions with Mr Gang and his
team at the Secretariat, all members of the Council, the Academic Committee
and Presidium members so that we can jointly advance and implement our
common vision and start the preparations for next year’s Conference so as to
make it a remarkable success.

Thank you very much for your kind attention!! Che, Che!!
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