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Dear colleagues and friends,

It is an honor to address you as Secretary of the Americas Region and founding member of
the WRTC in China, to share some of the trends and results we have observed in rural tourism
throughout Latin America, and especially in Costa Rica.

In recent years, Latin America has seen a resurgence of rural tourism based on two key
strategies: pre-Columbian cultural tourism and astrotourism.
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Pre-Columbian cultural tourism offers visitors the opportunity to connect with the rich
ancestral heritage of the region. The richness of indigenous cultures, their traditions, and
ceremonial architecture have become attractive elements for tourists looking for authentic and
meaningful experiences.
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On the other hand, the clarity of our skies and minimal light pollution have opened a window
into astrotourism. This phenomenon attracts an avid public for the contemplation of starry skies
and the realization of astronomical observations. Numerous communities are creating
observatories and camping areas in rural areas, allowing tourists to enjoy astronomical events and

connect with nature in a unique way.
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In Costa Rica, recognized worldwide for its biodiversity and commitment to sustainability,
innovative strategies have been promoted in the rural sector. My work at the Costa Rican Foreign
Trade Promotion Office and with the Costa Rican Film Commission, and my relationship with the



Costa Rican Chamber of Rural Tourism and other related entities, have allowed me to make
strategic alliances that promote rural tourism and the local economy, promoting film locations in
rural sectors. This has allowed Costa Rica to position itself as a privileged destination for film
productions.
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The strategy not only facilitates the promotion of rural locations and indigenous tetritories,
but also encourages communities to actively participate in the film value chain. Film productions
attract investment, tourism and cultural dissemination. And it highlights the authenticity of local
landscapes and traditions, promoting tourism based on respect and preservation of regional
identity.

XA 2 1 5 R R X IRt T SAL R 1T &, Wit X 2 5540
WA R E AT AR R 7B R 5 CARRR ML, EAUR R T A E
SRR S AR G R, Sl 1 3 T 28 E S O 7 DA A R G A 2

In conclusion, both pre-Columbian cultural tourism and astrotourism are positioned as
dynamic and enriching strategies for the development of our communities. In Costa Rica, the
collaboration with the film commission demonstrates a genuine commitment to sustainable
development and the empowerment of our rural populations. These advances not only benefit the
regions involved, but also establish a model that can be replicated for all of Latin America, where
the integration of culture, innovation and respect for the territory translates into truly
transformative tourism.
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Thank you for your attention and for being part of this path towards a more inclusive,
sustainable and enriching rural tourism.
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