Greetings from El Salvador

I am Leonor Castellanos president of the Federation of Tourism &
Member of the board of directors of the Ibero—American Institute of
Rural Tourism

Rural tourism is an activity that takes advantage of the natural,
cultural, and social resources of rural areas in order to offer unique

and meaningful experiences to visitors. It becomes sustainable when

it, not only promotes local development but also encourages
community participation and ensures the preservation of cultural and
natural heritage.

Today, many organizations and associations are raising awareness
about the importance of protecting rural areas. However, despite
growing interest, the development of rural tourism is still progressing
slowly. This is why the work of institutions such as the World Rural
Tourism Council and the Ibero-American Institute of Rural Tourism
(Iberoatur) is so crucial.

In our region, the Ibero-American Institute is committed to advancing
rural tourism through collaboration and education. One key strategy

is hosting regular webinars, where we share successful case studies
and discuss relevant topics such as inclusion and security. These
sessions provide valuable insights for entrepreneurs and also for

established businesses, helping them generate new ideas and



expanding their economic opportunities.

For example, the Ibero-American Institute just held an online meeting
with the Rural Tourism Association of Ecuador, where representatives
from various countries participated in three panels. We discussed
agrotourism and nature-based tourism, and notably, the academic
sector—represented by several universities—also led a dedicated
panel.

So, you see that one of the most promising initiatives by the Ibero
American Institute involves the collaboration with universities &
tourism schools, engaging both teachers and students in meaningful
dialogues. We firmly believe that bringing up awareness and love for
our planet earth in younger generations—especially children—is key
to building a future rooted in sustainability and respect for our world
From our own country, El Salvador, in that meeting, we were
represented by the Tourism Federation. Although we had just one
speaker, we shared successful case studies not only from El Salvador
but also from Guatemala, our neighbor country.

Currently, a comprehensive program is in development to further
promote agrotourism, which is widely recognized as a vital
component of rural tourism. The goal is to share this program with
other countries, fostering a shared understanding of rural tourism that

is deeply connected to sustainability.



This ongoing collaboration is the result of more than ten years of
continuous work, interrupted briefly in 2020—a gap that reminded us
of the urgency and importance of our mission as an Ibero-American
institution.

Another key initiative that Iberoatur promotes is the establishment of
alliances.

One example is a recently activated group in El Salvador known as

the “Biological and Cultural Corridor of Jayaque Caldera,” located
within the Lempa River Basin. This initiative was conceived to promote
the conservation, regeneration, and sustainable use of the region’s
ancestral natural and cultural assets—all of which are vital for the
development of rural tourism.

We, as FETUR, are proud to be an allied of this important effort.

Rural tourism may still be moving slowly, but with persistence and a
shared vision, we are making real progress. The breakthroughs we’re
seeing today are a testament to what can be achieved through

dedication, cooperation, and a deep commitment to our

communities.
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